


FROM THE EDITOR
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Welcome ……. To the April/May edition of the
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VILLAGE CONTACTS & LOCAL INFORMATION
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Vanessa, our esteemed editor, has kindly let me change my article for this edition at late notice. 
 
I wrote it initially when there was “a bit of concern” over the approaching corona virus. This evening 
it is a national emergency and the country is in lockdown. 
 
But, and here’s where I take a change from my normal tone of these articles, the most shocking 
phrase in Boris Johnson’s statement was “But at present there are just no easy options. The way 
ahead is hard, and it is still true that many lives will sadly be lost.” 
 
At a time like this there are many questions to ask. Why? What next? What’s right? What’s next? 
 
But can I suggest that there’s an even more important question? 
 
In the Bible in Luke’s Gospel, people asked questions like these, and asked them of Jesus, when 
disaster came. Why?  
 
But Jesus replied that there’s an even more important question. 
 
“What about you? Are you ready?” 
 
With all respect and much love, let me at least pass on Jesus’ question to you. “What about you? Are 
you ready?”  
 
In a time like this, yes, we pull together, yes, we work hard, and yes, we look out for others. But also 
we prepare for what is to come. 
 
I think my favourite story in the whole Bible is that of the thief on the cross in Luke chapter 23. 
Hanging on the cross next to Jesus, he knew what was coming and he turned to Jesus. 
 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
 
In the knowledge that “many lives will sadly be lost” including his own, he turned to Jesus as his only 
hope, trusting nothing of his own, but putting his life in the hands of the king. 
 
Please do think more. Please see our website for what we’re doing as a church and please also see 
our website for “Hope beyond Coronavirus” an explanation about more of this.  
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STOP PRESS 
All regular Church Events and Services are now 
cancelled until further notice and All Saints’ 
building is CLOSED 

Please see: 

www.allsaintsgreatholland.org.uk and 

Facebook @stmichaelsandallsaints for updates 
and news. 

 

If you’d like to be in touch or would like help in 
any way, please contact Rev. Mark Holdaway on 
01255 851235 or rector@stmichaelskirby.org.uk 
 
 

  
 

Maggie Whitlock
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Dear friends, 
 
As I write this the world has significantly changed in the last week.  The spread of 
the Coronavirus has made a real difference to the way in which we live and work.  
Schools, pubs, restaurants and the rest of the hospitality industry have closed and 
we have all had to make major changes to the way our days look and the things it 
contains.  Social distancing and, for some, self-isolation have meant that the way 
the communities in which we live now look very different. 
 
The social distancing and self-isolation is intended to stop the spread of the virus 
as we know.  The move towards separation is one that leads to a huge amount of 
fear and anxiety for us all.  As we face the coming weeks with uncertainty and 
distress we need to find new ways of supporting one another. 
 
Social media and the TV/radio media are reporting the information that we need 
to know but we are also seeing the ways in which communities are supporting one 
another.  Streets and communities pulling together to make sure that shopping is 
completed, prescriptions collected as necessary and other practical support are all 
popping up in so many places.  This is wonderful to see recognising the amount of 
thought and preparation that is needed for these sorts of initiatives to be done 
safely. 
 
As we reflect on the increasing physical distance that is in place it is a time for us 
to remember the closeness of God.  Jesus Christ came to earth to be with people 
in the good times and the difficult times and God is with us now through the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  God works for good in all things and we are reminded in the 
book of Romans that ‘nothing will be to separate us from the love of God in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.’ 
 
In these anxious times please be assured of my prayers for your village and feel 
free to contact me if I’m able to support you in any way. 
 
God bless 
Chris 
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APRIL IN HISTORY
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MAY IN HISTORY
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FROM THE ARCHIVES…

With all the rain we have had lately, it was interesting looking back over the past
years at ways flooding has been tackled locally.

NOVEMBER 1928 the Tendring Level Commissioners gave their surveyor’s
general report which stated:

The whole of the Lower River had been cleaned and brushed.  Should the water
level keep low there were several bad places which should be dug out. 

Picquets Ditch - The whole of Picquet’s Ditch area had been cleaned and
brushed, and some shallows in the lower part dug out. The men were now digging
out some of the worse shallows and narrow widths between the main Holland
Brook and Valley Farm. 

Kirby Brook was brushed early that autumn but, owing to the extensive growth,
part would need brushing again.

Upper River – The main upper river had been cleaned and brushed to Weeley
bridges, and to just beyond Church Lane, Weeley.  There was a tree across the
brook on that length which was too big for the Commissioner’s men to move.
Other parts of the upper river were being brushed and cleaned. 

JANUARY 1937 – The Council Clerk reported that there had been an interview
with a Mr T England in respect of his land at Great Holland which was liable to
flooding. The proposal was a minimum of ten acres to be “released” if and when
remedial works were carried out and that he would be prepared to accept a
minimum limit of one acre. 

Again in February 1937 it was reported in a letter to The London Times that had
been received from Mr Peachey of Great Holland Nursery: “Flooding is largely
due to lack of trees in America. May I suggest that the same applies in this
country? Large trees have been, and are being cut down and comparatively few
planted to make up for this deficiency. Therefore, any surplus water, instead of
being sapped by the trees and drained away by the deep roots, floods the
countryside.

Coronation time is near, and planting large rooting trees, such as oak, beech,
etc. will serve not only as a remembrance of such an occasion, but also help to
drain away the water and protect England from dangerous flooding. 
Coniferous types of trees are doubtless very beautiful, but the roots do not require
so much moisture, neither do they penetrate nearly as deeply as the oak. Also,
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people should bear in mind that within 25 years all elm trees will be killed by a
disease that it is impossible to check. This will make the danger considerably
greater unless large deep rooting trees are planted at once.”

Vast area of land inundated by the floods at Holland Marches. A lorry taking the
plunge on the Clacton to Walton Road.

Maybe we should think on this.                         Liz Bruce. History Recorder.
March 2020
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INDEX TO ADVERTISERS

P. G Oxley Ltd : Funeral Directors & Building Contractors
Hockleys Glass & Windows : Windows, doors, conservatories, porches, etc.
R&V Electrical ltd : Design, installation & Maintenance
Sparlings : Solicitors
The Laundry Room : Dry Cleaning, Ironing, Service washes, Rug Doctor Carpet cleaning
Roger Neil : Washing Machine repairs
The Window Doctor : Double glazing repairs and full locksmith service 
Fantari : Dance and fitness 
M J H Computer Services : Home & Business Users
MDG Carpentry : Carpentry 
B E Fosker Electrical Contractors Ltd : Domestic & Commercial 
Sound & Vision Electronics : TV, Audio, Appliances, Aerial Installations, Solar PV
Systems, Electrician,  etc.
C. K. Batten : Builders and House Extension Specialist 
Skip Bag Direct : Household Waste disposal 
Park Fruit Farm & Orchard Tea Room : Local produce
Angel Landscapes and Designs : Complete landscaping service
Rouse : Estate Agents
Barry Moule Carpets : Mobile service 
Matthew Gough : Piano tuning, sale & hire
Holland Roofing : Re-roofing & Repair Specialist
Kirby Locks Ltd : Locksmiths & Security Consultants 
Leston Stationery : Stationery Supplies
Green End Garage : Car Servicing, Repairs & MOTs
Campwood Press Ltd : Design, Print & Copying Services
A&E Window Doctor : Double glazing repairs
GML Networking Technologies : Local Computer Specialists, Home User & Business
Services

FROM THE EDITORS

A small request to you the reader to please make use of the
services of the advertisers in our magazine where you can.

The revenue from their adverts ensures that the 
magazine remains delivered free of charge to every 
household in the village as otherwise it is entirely 

subsidised by All Saints’ Church.
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Printed by Campwood Press Ltd. Tel: 01255 424637
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