


FROM THE EDITOR

The village fete was a great success and a very big thank you to those who made
it happen, especially Sue, Nickie and Bee. The setting of the rectory garden
creates the perfect backdrop and thanks to the Eagle family for continuing to let
us use their garden and kitchen. We are lucky to have such a lovely traditional
fete, as so many of them are falling by the wayside. 

It was also so good to see that the Home Made Hour in September was so well
attended. If you are not a regular please give this event a go. You will not be
disappointed. There are many other functions advertised in the magazine.
Please support them whenever you can.

Thanks to our regular contributors as well as those who contribute from time to
time. The variety of articles helps to make the magazine much more interesting.
Have an enjoyable October and November.

Best wishes,

Vanessa

Bus Timetable Changes

John Smock has sent details of changes to First Essex bus services as follows:

• A difference to an evening weekday commuter bus departing 
Colchester at 18.00.

• A completely different Sunday service for the Frinton area with 
fewer buses, but through buses from Walton to Colchester.

• The 97 will call at Brook Retail Park for all your B&Q, Tesco and 
Currys shopping needs.

• At some stops the bus times will be altered by 1 or 2 minutes from 
the current timetable.

You can check on: www.firstgroup.com/essex

Thanks to John for this information.
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Welcome ……. To the October/November edition of the

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this edition of Village Voice.  We
always welcome new contributors.  Is there anything YOU would like us to
include in the next edition?  For example:

• Are there any events happening in December 2019 or January 2020 
that you wish to publicise?

• Do you have any local news items to be included?
• Do you want to tell other villagers about a local group/club?
• Can you write an article for the magazine?
• Do you want to advertise any items for sale/your business/service?

Please contact Vanessa on 670165 with details (email:
vanessaagiles@icloud.com), two weeks before the printing date if possible.
Please note that Hazel (671767) deals with the advertising side of the magazine.
All contributions to the Village Voice should be received by 10th November.

DISCLAIMER
The information contained in ‘Great Holland Village Voice’ is published in good faith.  
Neither the Rector, Church Warden, Parochial Church Council nor the Editors accept any 
liability in respect of the content of any article, photo or advertisement contained in the 
magazine.  Nor is any culpability accepted for work done by advertisers.

IF YOU CONTACT ANY OF OUR ADVERTISERS,
PLEASE TELL THEM THAT YOU SAW THEIR ADVERT IN VILLAGE VOICE!

Facebook Page
This is just a reminder that we have a village Facebook page. You will
be asked a question which you will need to answer before you can
be approved.
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VILLAGE CONTACTS & LOCAL INFORMATION
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Home Made Hours in the Village Hall
Thank you to everyone who supported our June and July Home Made Hours. 

Our next Home Made Hour takes place on Saturday, 2nd November from  10 am – 11 am.
Please join us for tea, coffee, friendly company and the sale of home made cakes,
marmalade, savouries, scones, etc, and occasional plants/garden produce.  We also have
a raffle. 

The money raised at our friendly Home Made Hours is shared between All Saints’
Church and Great Holland Village Hall.  THANK YOU to everyone who supports these
events.  Can you provide any items for our Home Made Hours, please?  We would be
particularly grateful for donations of home made cakes, which are always popular.  We
also welcome home made preserves and surplus fruit, vegetables or plants from the
garden.  To find out more about our Home Made Hours, please contact Nickie Stack on
677984.

ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH WHO’S WHO

Rector: Rev. Mark Holdaway, The Rectory, 10 Thorpe Road, 
Kirby Cross, CO13 0LT (675997)

Churchwarden: John Beale, 5 Maltings Lane, Kirby le Soken,
CO13 0EH (676472)

Parochial Church Council: Churchwarden (ex officio), Sheila Watts (ex officio),
Jane Carter, Rethna Flaxman, Vanessa Giles, 
Ilze Robertson and Ann Peters.

Hon. Secretary to the PCC: Vanessa Giles
Vice Chair to the PCC: John Beale
Hon. Treasurer to the PCC: Sheila Watts c/o The Rectory
Sidespersons: Rose Batten, Sheila Watts and Margaret Whitlock.

Magazine Production Team: Vanessa Giles (Editor), Hazel Martin (Production), 
John Beale (Advisor), Campwood Press Ltd (Printing), 
Pauline Batten (Distributor) Assisted by Mim Wilson, 
Irene Lightowler, Judith Little, Audrey Warren, 
June Forrest, Charmian Goundry, Robert Caines, 
David Bavister, Sheila Watts and Anne Lott (Distributors).
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 

We’re closing in to our Harvest Festival at All Saints, it’s on the 29th September at 11am and
you’re all welcome.

A recent Bible passage reminded us at church of the hard work that farmers do.

A passage reminding Christians to keep going in their trust of Jesus uses 3 illustrations.

The first is “be like the soldier”, whose number one focus is to obey their commanding officer
– in this case, Jesus.

The second is “be like the athlete”, who is to obey the rules – there are many temptations to
cut corners in the Christian life.

And the third is “be like the farmer”, who works hard.

There’s no Help for Heroes for the farmers, and the National Lottery doesn’t buy them
trainers and track-suits – they simply work hard, week after week.

A number of us will have noticed their early mornings and late nights over the past months.

And so, as part of our Harvest Thanksgiving, we say thank you to God for those who serve us
in this way. Do join us as we do that on 29th September.

And to finish the point the Bible makes, the Christian is to be like the farmer - working hard at
following Jesus because it’s worth

Mark Holdaway                  September 2019
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ALL SAINTS’ DIARY

October 2019

Sunday 6th 11.00am Morning Worship

Wednesday 9th 11.00am     All Saints’ Bible Group – Parish Room

Sunday 13th 8.00am Joint Holy Communion with Kirby
11.00am Morning Worship
5.30pm Crossways Church – Baker Hall

Sunday 20th   11.00am Holy Communion  

Wednesday 23rd 11.00am All Saints’ Bible Group – Parish Room

Sunday 27th 11.00am Morning Worship

November 2019 

Saturday 2nd    10.00am Home Made Hour in the Village Hall

Sunday 3rd 11.00am Morning Worship

Sunday 10th   8.00am Combined Holy Communion with Kirby  
11.00am Remembrance Sunday
5.30pm Crossways Church – Baker Hall

Sunday 17th  11.00am Holy Communion  
4.00pm Bereavement Service – St Michael’s Church

Wednesday 20th 11.00am All Saints’ Bible Group – Parish Room

Sunday 24th   11.00am Morning Worship 
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Dates for your Diary ….
October

Thursday 3rd October. Coffee Morning: Methodist Church, 10.30am – 12 noon.
Saturday 5th October. NO HOME MADE HOUR IN OCTOBER
Thursday 10th October. Coffee Morning: Methodist Church, 10.30 am -12 noon.
Thursday 10th October. Deadline for Photo Competition Entries.
Thursday 17th October. Coffee Morning: Methodist Church, 10.30 am -12 noon.
Saturday 19th October. GHRA Meeting: Village Hall,
Thursday 24th October. Coffee Morning: Methodist Church, 10.30 am -12 noon.
Saturday 26thOctober. Autumn Fayre at Great Holland Methodist Church,

Photo Competition Winner to be chosen.
Thursday 31st October, Coffee Morning: Methodist Church, 10.30 am -12 noon.

November

Saturday 2nd November Home-Made Hour in the Village Hall, 10am – 11 am.
Saturday 2nd November Fish & Chip Quiz Night, Village Hall, 6.30 for 7 pm. £7.50
Thursday 7th November Coffee Morning: Methodist Church, 10.30am – 12noon.
Thursday 14 November Coffee Morning: Methodist Church, 10.30am – 12 noon.
Thursday 21 November Coffee Morning: Methodist Church, 10.30am – 12 noon.
Thursday 28 November Coffee Morning: Methodist Church, 10.30am - 12 noon.

News of forthcoming local events is often given to us some time in advance.  Details are
printed in good faith in Great Holland Village Voice, but circumstances can change.  If
you plan to attend an event mentioned in the Village Voice, may we suggest that you
might like to use any contact number given to check in advance whether the event is
still taking place, to avoid possible disappointment.
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OCTOBER

“Corn and grain , corn and grain ,
All that falls shall rise again”

October leads us gently into autumn.  The days are still mild, the light is golden
and the colours are glorious. This is the perfect time of the year to go walking in
the countryside and on the beach.

Why is October called October?
October gets its name from the Latin word octo, which means eight, and was
named by the Romans during a time when the calendar year began with March
rather than January as it does now. The Anglo-Saxon name for this month was
“Winterfylleth”, which comes from the words for winter and the full moon.

Special Days 

October 9th – Yom Kippur This is the holiest day of the year for Jewish people,
when they ask forgiveness for their sins.

October 27th – The clocks go back! We didn’t always bother with changing the
clocks.  In the old days, people went to bed when the sun went down and got up
when it rose.  Midday was several minutes earlier in the east of the country and
several minutes later in the west.  This meant that clocks across the British Isles
showed different times. The building of the railway network changed all that as
the time had to be the same all over the country. Then a man called William
Willett suggested to parliament that if the clocks changed, we could enjoy more
daylight in the autumn and the winter months.  So, since 1916, the clocks go
back one hour in October to “save daylight” and in March the clocks are put
forward to the original time. 

October 31st – All Saints’ Eve. This is a Christian festival also known as All
Hallows’ Eve, which is how we get the name Halloween. It is traditional to light
candles for those who have died and to spend time praying and remembering
loved ones who have passed away. As far back as the 16th Century people had
parties playing games, especially apple bobbing.  Before pumpkins were brought
over from America, people would use turnips or other root vegetables to make
carved lanterns.  These were carved with ugly faces in the hope that they would
scare away evil spirits.
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NOVEMBER

In November the trees are standing all sticks and bones.
Without their leaves, how lovely they are, stretching

their arms like dancers.

Why is November called November?
The word November comes from the Latin word for the number nine, novem, as
November keeps its name from a time when the calendar had only ten months.
The Anglo-Saxons called this month Blotmonath, which means blood month, as
it was traditional at this time of year to kill farm animals and preserve meat for
the winter months ahead. 

Special Days 

November 1st – All Saints’ Day. This is a celebration of all Christian saints,
particularly those who have no special feast days of their own.

November 5th – Guy Fawkes or Bonfire Night. This is an annual
commemoration of the day in 1605 when a man called Guy Fawkes was arrested
for conspiring to blow up the Houses of Parliament. Nowadays people spend the
evening going to firework displays, standing around a big bonfire and eating hot
dogs. 

November 11th – Armistice Day (Remembrance Day). Before the First World
war, this day was originally known as Martinmas or St Martin’s Day.  St Martin is
the patron saint of the poor.  The day was spent celebrating the change of
seasons and getting ready for winter. Since 1918, November 11th has become
much better known as Armistice Day, a time for remembering those who were
killed in the First and Second World Wars and other wars that have since
followed. In 1919 the first two minute silence was held to remember the dead.
In 1939 this two minute silence was moved to the Sunday nearest to 11th
November so that all people could commemorate it.  People traditionally wear a
red poppy, a symbol of remembrance and hope. 

November 24th – Stir-Up Sunday. This is the last Sunday before Advent and is
the day people traditionally made their Christmas puddings. Everyone would
take a turn to stir the pudding and make a special wish for the year ahead.
Traditionally the pudding is stirred from east to west in honour of the three
Wise Men who came from the east to visit baby Jesus.
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Gt. Holland Methodist Church

AUTUMN
FAYRE

26th October 2019

10.00am to 1:30pm

Ploughmans Lunch . Stalls
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Great Holland Residents
Association

Chairman: Paul Fletcher-Tomenius, Myrna Liles and Jane Kurzewel  
Treasurer: Liz Oakley  Secretary: Vanessa Giles      
Planning Officers: Alan Rusbridge

I would like to introduce myself to you all as I join Paul and Myrna as a joint
chair of the Great Holland Residents Association.

Hubby Vic and I are relatively new incomers to the village moving here in
November 2016. Prior to that we lived in Brentwood for 30 years where we
brought up two children until they left home around that time. I enjoyed an
interesting working life commuting into and around Central London, latterly
Southwark and Covent Garden, until taking an early retirement.  

We currently have a Golden Retriever called Phoebe, a cat and two new kittens. 

Our experience of village life thus far has been dramatically different to
demands of living on the Green Belt with the M25 and Crossrail development on
our doorstep and it has taken some time to adjust to how things are done
locally. I have been struck by the number of current residents who have lived all
their lives in the village and those having been brought up here who may have
moved away, only to return when the opportunity has arisen.      

One possible similarity between Brentwood and Great Holland however has
been the extent and rate of change faced in both places over the last few years.
There has been no escaping this for Vic and I as we are currently facing the
redevelopment, new house building and a car park to the immediate north,
south, east and west of our bungalow plot. Experience has taught me that there
are invariably two sides to every coin. Each proposed change will offer benefits
as well drawbacks to local stakeholders and ultimately we are in it together.

By taking an active role in the Residents Association and as part of the village
community I hope to have a more informed opinion, an open mind and a long
healthy retirement here in the beautiful Essex countryside. I hope you’ll be able
to attend the next GHRA meeting in the Village Hall on 19th October and feel
able to enjoy the updates from local experts and participate in the discussions.      

See you there

Jane Kurzweil 
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Dr Carla Mahmoud Thorpe-le-Soken Surgery
Dr Mathew Kattukaran High Street                                            

Thorpe-le-Soken
Tel:  01255 861850 Essex  CO16 0EA   

Branch Surgery:                     88 Frinton Road, Kirby Cross, Essex  CO13 0HJ

Email: thorpelesoken.surgery@nhs.net
Website: www.thorpe-le-sokensurgery.nhs.uk

VAT No: 879 1018 03
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INDEX TO ADVERTISERS

P. G Oxley Ltd : Funeral Directors & Building Contractors
Hockleys Glass & Windows : Windows, doors, conservatories, porches, etc.
R&V Electrical ltd : Design, installation & Maintenance
Sparlings : Solicitors
The Laundry Room : Dry Cleaning, Ironing, Service washes, Rug Doctor Carpet cleaning
Roger Neil : Washing Machine repairs
Kirby Cross Pet Supplies : Free Delivery
The Window Doctor : Double glazing repairs and full locksmith service 
Fantari : Dance and fitness 
M J H Computer Services : Home & Business Users
MDG Carpentry : Carpentry 
B E Fosker Electrical Contractors Ltd : Domestic & Commercial 
Sound & Vision Electronics : TV, Audio, Appliances, Aerial Installations, Solar PV
Systems, Electrician,  etc.
C. K. Batten : Builders and House Extension Specialist 
Skip Bag Direct : Household Waste disposal 
Park Fruit Farm & Orchard Tea Room : Local produce
Angel Landscapes and Designs : Complete landscaping service
Rouse : Estate Agents
Barry Moule Carpets : Mobile service 
Matthew Gough : Piano tuning, sale & hire
Holland Roofing : Re-roofing & Repair Specialist
Kirby Locks Ltd : Locksmiths & Security Consultants 
Leston Stationery : Stationery Supplies
Green End Garage : Car Servicing, Repairs & MOTs
Campwood Press Ltd : Design, Print & Copying Services
A&E Window Doctor : Double glazing repairs
GML Networking Technologies : Local Computer Specialists, Home User & Business
Services

FROM THE EDITORS

A small request to you the reader to please make use of the
services of the advertisers in our magazine where you can.

The revenue from their adverts ensures that the 
magazine remains delivered free of charge to every 
household in the village as otherwise it is entirely 

subsidised by All Saints’ Church.
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Printed by Campwood Press Ltd. Tel: 01255 424637
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